
says that ‘advances in capillary columns 

have been part of this revolution. The 

separation efficiency of a column is in- 

versely proportional to its internal diam- 

eter. Markedly shorter columns are now 

leading to dramatic reductions in analy- 

sis time without any loss of resolution.’ 
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Supporting drug development 
Primedica claims to provide biological 

sample analyses to support all phases 

of drug development, from discovery 

through to clinical trials. 

The company highlights that the 

flexibility of their facilities enables any 

size of project to be undertaken, from 

less than 100 to 1000s of samples, 

while offering research grade assays 

for drug discovery efforts and stan- 

dardized assays supporting GLP sub- 

mission for definitive preclinical and 

clinical programmes. The research as- 

says, coupled with the company’s in- 

house animal colonies and surgical 

expertise, are claimed to provide com- 

plete and efficient lead optimization 

capabilities at one facility, and thus 

minimize potential logistical difficulties 

and costly delays. 

The company’s capabilities are re- 

ported to encompass method feasi- 

bility, development and validation 

programmes, as well as study sample 

analysis, and areas of expertise include 

LC, GC, GUMS, LC/MS/MS and im- 

munochemistry. The company believes 

that their experienced scientists can sup- 

ply flexible analytical support that fully 

satisfies study objectives while reducing 

costs associated with method develop- 

ment. The company also offers technical 

bulletins that detail the company’s bio- 

analytical chemistry capabilities. 

Primedica, Framingham, MA, USA 
tel: +I 508 620 9700 

fm: +I 5083703797 
Web: http://wuwprimedica.com 

Circle 25 for further information 
or use fax form 

Flexible sample storage 
Porvair Sciences offers a range of cost 

effective, flexible solutions to allow 

sample storage, tracking and identifi- 

cation in a convenient 96-well plate for- 

mat for applications within the biotech- 

nology, clinical and pharmaceutical in- 

dustries. 

The company’s 96-well tube racks 

are constructed in medical grade 

polypropylene and polystyrene to pro- 

vide very low protein binding qualities. 

It is claimed that the racks can be auto- 

claved more than 100 times and that 

they are certified for clean room pro- 

duction class 10,000. The racks are re- 

ported to economize freezer space, 

they are stackable, can be refilled and 

have top-cover ID labels to enable 

easy identification of samples from 

storage down to - 150°C. By using the 

extendable storage holder the location 

and recovery of 96well tube racks 

from freezer storage is said to become 

rapid and routine. As the racks use the 

standard 96-well plate footprint, they 

may be accommodated in most robotic 

liquid-handling systems, which en- 

hances automation of sample storage 

and recovery. 

Porvair Sciences Ltd, Shqbperton, UK 
teufm: +44 181546 0869 
e-mail: wbprimetek@aol.com 

Circle 23 for further information 

or use fax form 

NH 

196 DDT Vol. 4, No. 4 April 1999 


